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MOVIE QUESTIONS
1. Who is the narrator of this film?  _______________________________________
2. What important position did the narrator once hold?  _________________________
3. What year was the first picture of Earth taken and shown? ____________________
4. Why was this picture special?  __________________________________________
5. What is the most vulnerable part of the Earth’s ecological system?  ______________ 
a. Why is it so vulnerable?  _________________________________________
6. What is responsible for the thickening the atmosphere which causes global warming?  _________________________________________________________________

7. Who was the first person to measure CO2 in the Earth’s atmosphere?  ____________
a. How did the narrator of this film know this person?  ____________________
8. What year did they start measuring CO2 in the atmosphere?  ___________________
9. Why are there yearly fluctuations in the graph of carbon dioxide?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What is the overall trend in CO2 concentrations in the atmosphere? ______________
11. What mountain in Africa did Al Gore show a picture of to demonstrate one visible effect of global warming?   ____________________________________________
12. What percentage of people get their drinking water from rivers and spring systems that are fed by melt water coming from glaciers?  ___________________________
13. What method is used to approximate the temperature from 1000 years ago?  _______
14. What is the one relationship that Al Gore deems as powerful when looking at the graph of 650,000 years of CO2 and temperature?  _________________________________________________________________
15. Until now, CO2 has never gone above what number in parts per million?  ____________
16. [image: image2.wmf]The ten hottest years on record have occurred in the last ______ years.
17. What was the hottest year on record?  ___________________________________
18. What results are caused by warmer oceans? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. What then happens to hurricanes?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19. What happens to precipitation patterns in the midst of global warming?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. Why is this a paradox? ____________________________________________________________
b. Give an example of an area where this is occurring? ____________________________________________________________
20. Soil moisture ______________ as overall global temperatures increase. 
21. How does the Earth redistribute heat from the equator to the poles (Hint: two ways)?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
22. What is happening to the ice shelves in the Arctic and Antarctic?  _______________ 
a. Name two ice shelves this has happened to?  ____________________________________________________________
b. Why is this significant? ____________________________________________________________ 
c. What may be a consequence of this effect (Hint: think ocean currents)? ____________________________________________________________ 
23. Describe the albedo effect.  ___________________________________________

a. Approximately how much sunlight is reflected by ice? ___________________

b. Approximately how much sunlight is absorbed by ocean water? _____________

c. [image: image3.wmf]Why might this be a problem in the Arctic? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

24. Of the many ocean currents, name the one that is really important in the transfer of heat around the globe.  _______________________________________________
a. What happened the last time this important ocean current stopped?  ________
25. Global warming causes changes in ecological niches.  
a. What are invasive species doing?  __________________________________
b. Give an example of this problem in Vancouver, British Columbia.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
26. How many new diseases have emerged in the last quarter century? _______________ 
27. What country has a massive coal belt and is currently burning mass amounts of coal for energy?  __________________________________________________________
28. What percentage of CO2 that goes up each year comes from burning forest? _______
29. What three factors are causing what Al Gore calls “a collision between our civilization and the Earth?”  
· ______________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________
30. What country is responsible for the most contributions to global warming? _________________________________________________________________
31. What is the number of peer-reviewed scientific articles disagreeing with the global consensus that greenhouse gas pollution has caused most of the warming over the last 50 years?  ________________________________________________________
32. What is the number of peer-reviewed scientific articles agreeing with the global consensus that greenhouse gas pollution has caused most of the warming over the last 50 years?  ________________________________________________________
a. Do you think this number has increased or decreased since this film was made? ___________________________________________________________

33. [image: image4.wmf]What issue does Al Gore use to compare to global warming? ____________________
34. Who is the author of this quote, “It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his salary depends upon his not understanding it.”?  ______________________
35. Which small group is trying to cause confusion regarding the science of global warming?  _________________________________________________________________
a. Why may this group try to confuse citizens about global warming? ____________________________________________________________
36. What two countries had not yet ratified the Kyoto treaty at the time this movie was made?  ___________________________________________________________
37. Al Gore speaks about environmental standards on cars in the U.S.A.
a. What is wrong with the environmental standards on cars in the U.S.A.? ______
b. Business wise, what does Al Gore say is happening to car companies in the U.S.A. and why? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Think of issues related to car companies that have been in the media in the last year.  What has happened to car companies in the U.S.A.?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
38. Al Gore states that “we have the power to change.” 
a. What other atmospheric related example does Gore use to prove that citizens can change their habits?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
39. List five strategies that you can do to help reduce climate change. 
· ______________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________
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