Describing an Image: LOST
There are four main ways to describe an image by using the acronym LOST.  LOST stands for location, orientation, size, and type.

Location
· Where is the image located?  Is the image produced closer to the mirror, farther, or the same distance from the mirror?

Orientation
· Is the image produced upright or inverted (upside-down)?

Size
· Is the image produced larger, smaller or the same size as the object?

Type
· Is the image produced real or virtual?

· real images: appear on the same side of the mirror as the object.  Formed by light rays that converge at the location of the image.  

· virtual images: appear to be formed inside the mirror.  Formed by rays that do not actually pass through the location of the image.
