Refraction
· Light travels in straight lines, but it bends when it passes from one medium into another (i.e. from air into water).  

refraction: the bending of light rays as they pass between two different media.  Refraction occurs because of changes in the speed of light.  For example, as light moves from air into water, its speed decreases.  The more that light slows down, the more the light is refracted.  

· When light travels from air into water, it bends toward the normal.  When light travels from a denser medium into a less optically dense medium, it bends away from the normal.  
· θi  = angle of incidence
· θR  = angle of refraction
· θr  = angle of reflection

· Both the angle of incidence and the angle of refraction are measured from the normal.

· As the angle of incidence increase, so does the angle of refraction.  
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